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Iranian Immigrant Poet and Writer Zuhuri Tarshizi
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Abstract:

Nooruddin Mohammad Zuhuri Tarshizi was a renowned poet of the
Subk-e-Hindi (Indian style) from the early 11th century A.H. He spent
time in Khorasan, Irag, and Persia, where he interacted with officials,
scholars, and poets from those regions. After visiting Mecca, he
migrated to India, according to the trend of several Iranian poets at that
time. Upon arriving in India, he attained notable positions and served
under prominent figures like Burhan Sani Nizam Shah, the governor of
Ahmadnagar, and Ibrahim Adil Shah, the governor of Bijapur. Zuhuri
wrote numerous poems and prose pieces praising these leaders, often
using metaphors and exaggerations. His reputation flourished, and he
became the son-in-law and collaborator of the famous poet Malek
Qomi, working with him on various poetic compositions. Zuhuri's
"Divan"” contains various literary forms, including Mathnavis, odes,
rubaiyats, ghazals, stanzas, and fragments. He is also known for three
prefaces in Persian prose accompanying his collections: Nurse-e-
khayal, Gulzar-e-Ebrahim, and Khawan-e-Khalil, collectively known
as the three prose of Zuhuri. Additionally, his Saginameh is well
regarded. This article explores the life and works of Zuhuri Tarshizi.
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Rewards of Zuhuri, Works of Zuhuri, Three prose works of Zuhuri
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"His name was Mulla Nuruddin, and Zuhuri was his pen name....
Abdul Bagi Nihawandi authour of Maasir-i-Rahimi, calls him
Mulla Nuruddin Muhammad". (4)
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"There is a difference of opinion among biographers as to his

birth place.... Amin Ahmad Razi author of Haft Iglim, states that

he was a native of turbat, while Bakhtawar Khan, author of
Mirat-ul-Alam, gives Tihran as his birth place. The
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contemporary biographers like Tagi Auhadi and Abdul Baqi
Nihawandi agree that he was born at khujand, a small town in
the district of Tarshiz in Khurasan™.(13)
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"In Khurasan he spent the early part of his youth in the
acquisition of knowledge and having studied grammar,
literature, prosody, and traditions under the best teachers there,
he chose for himself the profession of a poet, due to his natural
inclination. While still in Khurasan his fame as a poet had spread
to other provinces, and consequently he was prevailed upon by
some friends to venture competition with the outside world. He
therefore left for Yezd where he was warmly received by Nawab
Mir Ghiyasuddin Mir Miran and rivalled Wahshi, the leading
poet of Yezd".(16)
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From Yezd he went over to Shiraz where he entered into
competitions with Muhtasham Kashi, Ghairati, Anisi, and Rizai,
and became a prominent figure in the poetical assemblies which
were convened in the shop of one Mirza Husain, a baker, Here
he stayed for seven years, continuing his studies and acquiring
skill in calligraphy. In the last named, he took lessons, from
maulana Darwish Husain who was a man of versatile accompli
shments and was noted in Persia in the art of penmanship. (22)
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"In his youth he had studied literature and as s poet he lived at

the court of nobles in Yazd and Shiraz. He also spent a short

time at the court of shah Abbas the great, but he failed to procure
suitable recognition and support". (25)
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"It appears that he was for some time at the court of shah Abbas
the great, but left it for want of proper appreciation and
patronage. There is one tarji band in which he very significantly
lemoans his fate and requests the shah to bestow upon him
reward and give him encouragement.
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"He came to India in 988A.H and stayed for some time at

Ahmadnagar where he was appointed poet laureate at the court

of Burhan Nizam Shah...... Thence he proceeded to Bijapur

where he became introduced to certain nobles of the court. The

one most prominent of these was Hakim Muhammad Yusaf

Bijapuri who was a personal Physician to the sultan. Zuhuri ....

wrote a qasida in praise of the latter. he took him to the
court".(32)
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"He emigrated to India in 988/1580 where he became court poet
to shah Burhan Nizam in Ahmadnagar. In 1004/ 1596 he moved
to Bijapur in Southern India". (33)
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"The famous persian historian Iskandar Munshi of the court
of Shah Abbas observes as follows".
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"Faizi, when he went on deputation to Ahmadnagar, strongly
commended him to Akbar's notice, in a special letter which he
wrote from Deccan. Badauni also heard him very much praised
by Faizi. According to Ma'asir-i-Rahimi, faizi on meeting Zuhuri
in Deccan was greatly impressed with his poetic talents and so
was the other. ... Since that time remained in touch with each
other and exchanged letters in prose and poetry which were
admired at both the courts".(42)
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"His mathnavis certainly deserve mention the most outstainding
of these being Saqi Nama "The Book of the cup bearer written in
praise of the magnate of Ahmad Nagar".(63)
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(4) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at the Mughal
Court, part 111 Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International Publishers, 1983),181.
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(13) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at the Mughal
court, Part 1l Akbar, 181.
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(16) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at the Mughal
court, Part 111 Akbar, 181, 182.
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(18) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at the Mughal
court, Part 1l Akbar, 182.
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(22) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at the Mughal
court, Part 1l Akbar, 188.
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(24) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at
the Mughal court, Part Il Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International Publishers,
1983),183-184.

(25) Jan, Rypka, History of Iranian literature, edited by Karl Jahn, (Holland:
D.Reidel publishing company, Dordrecht, 1968), 725.
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(26) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at
the Mughal court, Part 11 Akbar, 184-185.
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(32) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at

the Mughal court, Part 1l1 Akbar, (Lahore: Hijra International Publishers,

1983),185-186.

(33) Jan, Rypka, History of Iranian literature, edited by Karl Jahn, (Holland:
D.Reidel publishing company, Dordrecht, 1968), 725.
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(38) Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at
the Mughal court, Part 11 Akbar, 89.
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(42)  Muhammad Abdul Ghani, A History of Persian Language and Literature at the
Mughal court, Part 111 Akbar, 187.
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Jan, Rypka, History of Iranian literature, edited by Karl Jahn, (Holland:
D.Reidel publishing company, Dordrecht, 1968), 725.
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