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Madhunal and Kam Kandla: A Tale of Wisdom and Ethics
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Abstract:

This research paper explores the artistic, linguistic, and cultural merits of
"Madhunal aur Kam Kandla" (1801), a classic tale translated into Urdu by
Mazhar Ali Khan Vila under the auspices of Fort William College, Calcutta.
Originally derived from a Braj Bhasha story by Moti Ram Kabishwar, the text
was rendered into Urdu at the instigation of Dr. John Gilchrist. This study
demonstrates that the narrative extends beyond a conventional romance, serving
as a profound reflection of contemporary social etiquette, mythical landscapes,
and sophisticated psychological and socio-political dynamics. Linguistically,
the text presents notable challenges for the modern reader due to its archaic
orthography, obsolete Arabic vocabulary, complex sentence structures, and an
absence of standard connective particles typical of that era's prose. Despite
these complexities, Vila's poetic stylistic approach, ornate descriptions, rich
allegories, and the adept integration of idioms and proverbs sustain reader
engagement. The paper meticulously analyzes selected textual excerpts
highlighting female psychology, the dynamics between rulers and subjects, and
broader human behavior. Furthermore, it underscores the ethical, philosophical,
and didactic dimensions that elevate the story from a mere historical document
to a timeless piece of literature. By referencing the textual genealogy, British
Museum manuscripts, and Dr. Ibadat Barelvi’s subsequent editorial work, this
paper contextualizes Vila’s significant contributions to the development of
early Urdu prose at Fort William College.

Keywords: Fort William College, Mazhar Ali Khan Vila, Madhunal aur Kam
Kandla, Urdu Prose Style, Didactic Literature, Hindu Mythology, Female
Psychology.
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