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Igbal and the Philosophy of Fresh Thought
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Abstract:

This research explains the central and basic role of “fresh ideas” in the rise and
fall of great civilizations, with primary focus on Allama Igbal’s philosophy.
History reminds that great nations do not achieve greatness by just wealth,
architecture, or power, but through modern and innovative thinking and higher
intellect. The example of Baghdad’s Bayt al-Hikmah shows how the translation
of Greek philosophy, Indian mathematics, Persian medicine, and Roman
engineering developed a new world of wisdom and knowledge. Yet, when
intellect vanished, the city’s enormous buildings and libraries could not protect
it from the undoubted decline. The fall of Baghdad symbolized how the loss of
productive and creative thoughts leads to collapse of civilization. In his poetry,
Igbal explains this historical fact by highlighting the idea that "a new world
emerges from fresh thoughts.” He contends that countries bind themselves not
just by losing wars but also—and perhaps more dangerously—by becoming
intellectually and spiritually hopeless. According to Igbal, the biggest kind of
slavery is when individuals blindly trust material powers and give up on God.
Both faith and action are weakened by such an attitude. Igbal's ideology
encourages having enough courage to challenge conventional wisdom, question
established norms, and turn ideas into action. He emphasizes that ongoing
struggle, intellectual regeneration, and spiritual fortitude are necessary for true
advancement. His perspective blends responsibility and hope: if nations
rediscover their identity and creative spirit, any collapse can serve as the
foundation for new development. The analysis comes to the conclusion that
Igbal's teachings are still very applicable today. Muslim societies are unable to
rely on their past greatness or outside assistance in a world that is changing
quickly due to technology. Regaining intellectual freedom, reviving creative
thought, and fostering faith in divine direction are all necessary for a true
rebirth. New concepts continue to be the cornerstone of vibrant nations because
they stimulate both personal growth and group change.
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